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The other liquid that flows in Las Vegas 
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The crossword puzzle in The Daily News calls for a five-letter word that describes a 
liquid that is integral to the success of Las Vegas.  
 
Your first thought was probably “booze.” Although important in that regard, “water” is 
what I had in mind. 
 
But its water problems are enough to drive one to the booze. 
 
In 1991, to manage Southern Nevada’s water needs on a regional basis, the Southern 
Nevada Water Authority was formed by combining seven existing agencies. 
 
Its purpose is to acquire and manage water resources for Southern Nevada. 
 
Due to unprecedented drought conditions, the water level in Lake Mead, Southern 
Nevada’s primary water storage reservoir, has dropped more than 100 feet since 2000 
— their work is cut out for them! 
 
SNWA has initiated a wide array of projects, including an additional drinking water 
intake — at a depth greater than the two existing intakes. 
 
In addition, it has proposed a 300-mile-long pipeline to bring water into the SNWA 
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system from northern Nevada and Utah. 
 
This project has been unable to be completed because of a little snail about the size of 
the head of a map push pin — and that is another story in itself. 
 
As well as pipelines and new intake pipes, the strategy portfolio contains recycling, 
groundwater banking, international collaboration and a very imaginative and aggressive 
water conservation program. 
 
Groundwater banking is a procedure that allows the authority to store water for future 
use. In years when Nevada’s Colorado River allocation exceeds demand, water can be 
stored in the Las Vegas Valley Groundwater Basin. 
 
This process — called artificial recharge — uses treated Colorado River water injected 
directly into the aquifer via wells like is done in San Antonio. 
 
However, the SNWA recharge water is not solely intended for future use. 
 
Its purpose is to help manage the groundwater aquifer for well users.  
 
The recharge water also helps maintain stable water levels and reduce the likelihood of 
subsidence and well failures. 
 
And in regard to providing help for western groundwater aquifers, they think big in 
Vegas. 
 
Patricia Mulroy, general manager of SNWA, suggested an ambitious flood control 
project to meet water needs.  
 
The waters from the Missouri and the Mississippi that routinely flood areas of the 
Midwest would be diverted to the Colorado River (not our Texas Colorado) from where it 
is not wanted to where it is much needed. 
 
Ms. Mulroy allegedly said that her friends in New Orleans tell her, “You are welcome to 
our floodwaters.” 
 
To her critics she points out that, although it would be a massive undertaking, “so was 
the interstate highway system. But look at what it accomplished.” 
 
Although not verified, it is said that many residents in the drought-stricken Western 
states hearing of her proposal promptly said, “I’ll drink to that!”  
 
And in this vein of thinking big — Vegas has gone international in order to solve its 
water problems. 
 
Tom Linton teaches at Texas A&M University at Galveston and is a frequent contributor 



to The Daily News. He’s writing a series of columns about where Galveston County 
residents get their water. 

 


